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TO THE 



RIGHT HONOURABLE 
SAvJofepbWiliiamfon, Knight, 



PRINCIPAL 



SECRETARY of STATE. 



SIR, 

\Aving begun this New Century of the Philofo- 
phical Tranfa&ions near the time that your 
Merits raifed you to that eminent place you 
are now pojfejfed of ; and confidcring alfo the 
fteddy inclinations, you do on all occafions ex- 
pre/s to advance the Ingenuous Arts: For 
thefe and other good refpccls, I hold my /elf 
obliged to prefent you with the firji Volume of thefe my new 
beginnings. In which Volume 1 adventure to mention fuggs- 
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The Epiftie Dedicatory. 

ftions pretending the Improvements of England by Agriculture 
and Trade ; by '{bifcipliue and Induftry ; by Conduct and Manu- 
factures. 

The Rural Arts were the ferious bujinefs, and the matureft, 
if not the Majhr-piece of learn' d Varro; and they founded the 
Roman Empire., fupporting hardy Valour, and drawing the 
wheels of triumphant Grandeur. Thefe adorned the famous Fenfil 
Garden of the fir jt Monarchy >, andthjy enlarg'd the Spicy Groves 
and fpacious Orchards of the Medes <?»</ Perfians ; as Trade and 
Navigation rat fed the great eft Cities, Wealth and Magnificence 
of all former and later Ages. And the Mathematicks pe rform'd 
all the true wonders in the Ages of wonder, both in the Eafi 
and Weft, as far as the Sun does travel. 

Of thefe 'Prop of als there are feme fo manifeftly and generally 
beneficial, fe well tryed, or allowed, and encouraged by our ex- 
prefs Laws, that they gave me the confidence to recommend them 
to the Generous. In this rank, I conceive, are, The ff reading of 
practical Mathematicks in all our Trade-towns and Torts; the 
making great Rivers navigable, to increafe Trade ; the Fijhery 
and Navigation ; the fever al ways of fertilizing barren Lands, 
and of cultivating wajie Grounds; the draining Bogues and in* 
feci ious Feus, to render the Air whole fo me in all the Neighbour- 
hood, be fides other Commodities proceeding from thence; the re- 
covering the ancient reputation of our main Staple trade by the 
be ft kinds of T>r apery and other Expedients ; the increafing our 
Linnen- trade ; the reducing cur numbers of idle per fens and va- 
grants to work for their own relief and the pub lick good; the 
making of Latton, and other curious works in Iron,Tin, Copper, 




trees and Gardens of rare and exotic Vegetables, as far as cur 
Soil and Climate will entertain them ; to Jhelter, enrich and 
embeUijh all fair Manfions and Towns (chiefly our famous Uni- 
•verjhies, for an Exemplar to the reft,) with Groves of Fruit and 
Mulberry-trees, and fragrant Evergreens. JVhatfoever does ap- 
parently conduce to the Health, Strength, Populoufncfs and Wel- 
fare of thefe his Majeftics Kingdoms, fetch Propofals I fir up le not 
to recommend and endear to all that have hearty affections for 
their Nat'we Country and their own 'Patrimony. Other Over- 
tures which arc out of my Sphere, I refer to a higher Experience ; 
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my Station and my Inclinations engaging me only to urge the fore- 
mention' d and the like concerns. TJpon which account, Sir, 1 alfo 
fan pie not to follicite the continuance of your favour'to advance 
the Defigns oftheRoya.] Society, according to his Majejties Inten- 
tions cxj-TcJi in the Royal Charter, in regard oft he great and many 
opportunities, that will offer t hern fe Ives into your hands, both by 
foreign Negotiations, and domeftick Concernments, 

By the Experience of late Tears we have grounds to hope, 
That, while our Englijh Nobility and Gentlemen are pleas 'd to 
bring home ufefnlArts and ingenious Difcoveries of Nature from 
their Travels; the largenefs of our Commerce abroad, and the 
growth of Arts at home, and the Obfervations of judicious An- 
tiquaries will be a thrct fold advantage for the reputation and 
benefit of England, and cast an acceptable and obliging afpett 
over all his Majeflies "'Dominions. 

The mo If difficult and curious parts ofPhyfiology and Geome- 
try, of Optic ks and Ajlronomy, have grown in England, and in 
the chief places ofChriJlendom, in few years f after thanfome nn- 
tradable men are willing they Jhou Id grow. And thefe Abflrn- 
fities give good Satisfaction and fincere 'Delight to the deeply 
Intelligent and truly Rrafonable. On the other hand, ruralT)i~ 
l.'geuce and Trade bring in to the Multitude a fenfible Reward, 
with nnmberlefs varieties of Emoluments and Accommodations : 
In thefe alfo there hath fomething been lately done among us. 
In Scotland alfo they begin, on one hand, to erect Aftronomical 
Obfrvatories, and on the other, to call for Dutch Gardiners 
and Nurfeiies about their chi-f Cities andUniverfities. And 
Ireland Jhahs off her prifiin lazinefs, being now bufy in provi- 
ding fine Linen for them [elves, Sails and Rigging for Ships, for 
Commerce, and j or their Fijhcry, :n tilling more Land, and in 
turning their mojfy Grounds into Gardens of ''Potatoes. The very 
IVildernejs of New Enu'and is, on a fudden, become a fruitful 
Orchard, fene'd with Jhips of their own building, and border' d 
with Stages and all furniture for their Fifhery. And in lefs lime, 
by God's Blejfing, Jamaica may be the fab eft Garden of the IVorld. 

A ad now. Sir, 'tis unneceffary, I jhonld fay more to you, either 
for the one or the other, for the more Sublime, or for the more ufe- 
ful Arts. Tour own Genius, without any other imprefsment, will 
make Inferences leading to further Advantages. Mean while, I 
am full of hopes, I fhall not mifs of my honest aim, by what 
hath already appear' d from you in the fair Buildings of Queens 
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College /// Oxford, with other c on fider able Monuments; which 
will be permanent Records of your Genero/ity towards the encou- 
ragement of Learning., Arts and Sciences : So that I Jhall not 
need to run out into more prolixity, than only to fubferibe my 
f elf what really I am, 



SIR, 



Your very humble 



and faithful 



Servant, 



Henry Oldenburg, S. R. S. 



